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Sharing solutions for  
better regional policy

36
COUNTRIES
INVOLVED

1priority
Dedicated to 

capacity building

MEUR
394

PROGRAMME
BUDGET

- Projects
- Policy Learning

Platform

2 actions
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Objectif

To improve regional development policies
(including Investment for jobs and growth goal programmes) 

How?

Through exchange of experience, innovative approaches and capacity building

Helps policy makers to find new solutions to their challenges

• Primarily dedicated to policymakers 

• Focus on exchange of experience 

Different from cross-
border or transnational 

cooperation 

Interreg Europe: fully dedicated to mainstreaming

Transfer of practices into public policies = results of Interreg Europe
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Projects
Limited number of regions exchanging and transferring 
experience on a shared regional development issue

Policy Learning Platform
Further exploiting projects’ achievements and opening up 
the programme benefits to all

Two actions to support mainstreaming
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Project
mainstreaming 
process
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Path to mainstreaming

LearningPartnership

Shared need Policy instruments

Increased 
capacity

Policy 
Improvements

Territorial 
effects
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Application stage

• Main policy instruments addressed

• Expected policy improvements (3 types)
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• Full section of 
progress report 
dedicated to results

• Organised per policy 
instruments

Implementation stage
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Implementation stage

Each result to be duly justified

What? Link to project How?
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1,283
POLICY IMPROVEMENTS

316m
Interreg Europe ERDF spent 

on projects so far  

1,473 m
MOBILISED

x 4.7
leverage effect

258 projects supported during the 2014-2020 period

22,407
Staff with increased 

capacity

Interregional cooperation works!

49%
Structural 

Funds

80%
Structural 

Funds

90% of NUTS2 regions represented:
51 % come from more developed regions 
9 % from in transition regions and 
40 % from less developed regions 
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Examples of projects results (mainstreaming)

Telemedicine practice

Transferred into the Malopoloska OP: 
‘Tele- Angel’ project (MEUR 8.9) 
dedicated to distance monitoring of 
dependant people 

Liverpool, UK

Sustainable urban drainage systems (SuDS) practice

Transferred into Slovakia OP: Priority Axis 2 "Adaptation 
to climate change with focus on flood protection“, launch 
of a call dedicated to ‘green infrastructure’ with new 
selection criteria based on adaptation measures (e.g., 
green roofs, rainwater gardens, swales)

Amsterdam, NL
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Some lessons learnt from projects

 Importance of addressing real needs
 Complex process requiring:

• Direct involvement of policy makers and of other relevant 
stakeholders

• Individual and organisational learning

 Attributing results to the project’s action alone often challenging, 
other parameters usually plays also a role 

 Results often more an ‘adaptation’ of good practice than a simple 
transfer
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Policy
Learning
Platform
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Services open 
to all regions

People

Good 
practices

Results

Capitalising on projects: the Policy Learning Platform

Projects input

258 financed
under 2014 - 2020

Policy Learning 
Platform
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Provides continuous policy-learning opportunities
through access to:

Platform in a nutshell

Knowledge People Expert support

• Good practice 
database

• Policy briefs

• Workshops
• Webinars

• Helpdesk
• Matchmaking sessions
• Peer reviews

From ‘passive’ to ‘active’ capitalisation



SLIDE 16

Peer review STEP-BY-STEP
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4

4

3

4

85 peer reviews implemented since 2018

51 matchmaking sessions

Apply to benefit from expert support any time
https://www.interregeurope.eu/get-policy-advice

3

Peer learning IN PRACTICE
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Warminsko Mazurskie Region, Poland  

Peers from: Greece, Italy, Slovenia

Recommendations:

• Integration of circular economy measures (CE) under the different 

priorities 

• Untapping the circular economy potential of private stakeholders

POLICY CHANGE
Regional Waste Management Plan developed taking into 
account the concept of circular economy 
More information available here

Peer review: how to accelerate the shift to a 
circular economy

15-16 Sept
2020

4
Peers
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City of Tallin, Estonia
Peers from: Belgium, Spain, Sweden, and United Kingdom

Recommendations:

• better inter-departmental cooperation and participatory processes

• active involvement of the private sector and a formalised collaboration with 

the national level

iPOLICY CHANGE

Improved the city development strategy Tallinn City 2035 by initiating an SDG-

based impact assessment methodology for investment and development 

projects

More information available here

Peer review: better sustainability governance 

27-28 Sept 
2023

4
Peers
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Some lessons learnt from Platform

 Change of mindset:

• Interreg Europe not just a funding programme, also a ‘service provider’
• Low level of demand

 Evaluating success of capitalisation can be challenging
Different ‘intensity’ than projects: focus on individual learning

 ‘Active’ capitalisation starting from the need brings more results

 More successful if driven by programme and not by projects

 Rely on good experts 
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Thank you!

24 October 2024

Capitalisation and policy reach for Interreg, Interact

Magdalini Anagnostou
m.anagnostou@interregeurope.eu
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This Autumn - 4 thematic workshops

Industrial transformation towards the triple transition
6 November | Bilbao, Spain  

University-industry collaboration for stronger innovation ecosystems
7 November | Bilbao, Spain  

Alternative Tourism
20-21 November | Vittorio-Veneto, Italy

Energy Communities
4 December | Budapest, Hungary

Policy Learning Platform: upcoming events 


