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STEP Regulation: context

FLEXIBILITIES

• Additional time: 12 more 
months

• Option for an increased 
co-financing rate: 100%

• Warning: 1% ceiling in 
2025 payments



4

Revised CGL (C/2024/6126)

What did really change?

 Section 3. Preparation for 
closure

 Section 4. Financial 
management 

 Section 5. Indicators and 
Performance Framework

 Section 11. Closure 
documents



Section 3: Preparation for closure

Amendment of programmes (Section 3.1 CGLs): Deadlines

• Request for amendment (Commission decision required):

• If financial tables are affected: 3 months before 31/07/2025

• If financial tables are not affected: 3 months before Closure

• Notification to the Commission:

• Non-substantial transfers / STEP 100% co-financing rate:
31/07/2025

• If financial tables are not affected: Closure



Section 3: Preparation for closure

Art. 25a(1b) CPR - 100% co-financing rate for expenditure in 
the final accounting year (similar to CRII/CARE)

• Not ‘up to’ 100% – no modulation

• One or more priorities, non-TA and TA, regardless of CoR

• Applies to all expenditure in the entire accounting year

• Monitoring Committee approval

• Notification of revised financial table by 31/07/2025
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Section 3: Preparation for closure

Table 16 CIR 288/2014 Important

• Impact of the reduced 
declared public 
expenditure and Art. 129 
CPR and second 
paragraph of Article 
130(3) CPR

• Irregularities after 
closure: financial 
correction rate will be 
100%



Section 4: Financial management: new 
deadline

Art. 135(6) - Deadline for submission of the final application

Deadline for final interim payment application: 31/07/2025

• Final accounting year unchanged (1/07/2023-30/06/2024)

• Eligibility deadline unchanged (31/12/2023)

• Submission anytime until 31/07/2025

• Non-final interim applications possible in the extended period

• Final interim payment application to be marked accordingly in SFC
(no further expenditure after that)

• Applications may include amounts entered in the
accounting system of the certifying authority after
30/06/2024



Section 4: Financial management: 1% ceiling

Art. 135(6) - 1% ceiling on 2025 interim payments

• 2025 interim payments cannot exceed 1% of programme financial
appropriations by Fund (excl. REACT-EU) – amounts in interim payments
due in 2025 above 1% not paid, used to clear pre-financing at closure
(incl. CRII annual pre-financing)

• Of this excess, amounts above what is needed to clear pre-financing will
be decommitted at closure, i.e., lost to the programme (see also recital
26 STEP)

• Incentive for 2024 payments: Ceiling applies to interim payments due in
2025

• Payment of the final balance is not an interim payment hence not
concerned even if paid in 2025

• ‘15% flexibility’ not concerned, applies through payment of the final
balance (not through interim payments)

• Strongly encouraged to submit non-final/final interim payment
applications early enough (by 31/10/2024) so that they can be
paid in 2024 – even if suspended / interrupted



Section 5.2: Implications of the
performance framework for closure

• Performance framework: if serious failure 
(coefficient below 65% threshold) due to the 
100% co-fin rate, explain as mitigating factor 
in FIR – prove causal link with indicators affected, 
quantify. 



Section 11: Submission of Closure documents

Art. 138 – Option to submit documents under (a)-(c) by 15/02/2026

• Applies to the Assurance Package and the FIR
• Final accounting year unchanged
• One set of documents, submission anytime until 15/02/2026 (no need to 

submit both in 2025 and 2026)
• Last AIR remains the one submitted until 31/05/2023

Accounts acceptance:

If MS submits by 15/02/2025 (or 01/03/2025) => Commission decision by 
31/05/2025

If MS submits by 15/02/2026 => Commission decision by 31/05/2026

Non-functioning operations: additional time due to STEP to submit Annex
II to the FIR but completion date remains 15/02/2027



Timeline before submission of final 
payment application/closure 

documents



Timeline after submission of closure 
documents

Accounts 

MD 

ACR + AO 

Decision 
adopted 

15 Feb 2025 -
15 Feb 2026

31 May 2025 or 
31 May 2026

FIR Observations 
/ acceptance 

+/-15 July xxxx

No legal 
deadline

No legal 
deadline

5 months

Execution of 
the Final 
balance

3 months



Useful resources

Q&As sets: 

• EGESIF_21-0012-05
• CPRE_23-0018-01

Webinar on STEP amendments to the 2014-2020 
legislation (held on 25 April 2024) 
• PPT presentation and recording of the are available: 

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/2021-2027/technical-
seminars/step_en


